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1. FESTIVALS: MANIPUR CELEBRATES contribution played a major role, especially in
‘MERA HOUCHONGBA’ FESTIVAL: For the extracting signal from noise, in detecting the
first time Manipur Government and Royal Council gravitational waves. The group led by Dhurandhar
of Manipur King jointly organised the at IUCAA initiated and carried out the foundation
MeraHouchongba festival under the auspices of work on developing data analysis techniques to
State Level MeraHuchongba Committee on detect the weak gravitational wave signals buried
October 5. The celebration began with a cultural in the detector's noise by looking for the best
procession from Sana Konung (Royal Palace) to match between the calculated waveforms and the
Kangla Fort in the morning, which was later detector's signal.
attended by the King LeishembaSanajaoba, 3. HOW A GURUKUL FOR CODERS IS
Mukhya Mantri, his Ministerial colleagues and CHANGING LIVES: A brainchild of two
hundreds of village chiefs belonging to different techies, the non-profit initiative teaches coding to
communities of the State.Exchange of gifts such as academically bright but underprivileged students.
traditional fabrics, vegetables and fruits among the The course has been rewritten in Hindi and
hill and valley people, cultural dances marked the designed to aid self-learning is developed by the
festival.Speaking at the gathering, Mukhya Mantri founders, Abhishek Gupta and RishabhVerma.
N Biren Singh appealed to the people of the State The duo last year decided to create a mini-gurukul
to pledge for unity and said respect, trust and in a three-bedroom flat in Sarita Vihar, where
sacrifice could protect the integrity of Manipur.
selected students could live and study. Students in
2. 37 BHARATIYA SCIENTISTS - CO- the age group of 18-22 years went through a
AUTHORS OF GRAVITATIONAL WAVES selection process that included three tests to judge
DISCOVERY PAPER:As many as 37 Bharatiya if they could grasp software programming. After
scientists from nine institutes, including Inter- eight to nine months of training, they were placed
University
Centre
for
Astronomy
and for internship in companies as software
Astrophysics (IUCAA) in Pune, were co-authors programmers. Today, all six have job offers from
of the gravitational waves discovery paper that IT start-ups. NavGurukul is based on the concept
was awarded the Nobel prize in Physics on of paying back to society. The two techies have
October 3.Rainer Weiss, Barry C Barish and Kip S spent about Rs 70,000 on each student over a year
Thorne were named for the award for their and this amount will be paid back once the student
decisive contributions to the LIGO detector and starts earning to ensure sustainableplatform.
the observation of gravitational waves. 12 IUCAA 4.
RASHTRAPATIJI
ADDRESSES
scientists were co-authors of the paper.
BHARATIYA COMMUNITY IN DJIBOUTI:
Pioneer in gravitational waves astronomy in Rashtrapati Ram Nath Kovind addressed a
Bharat, Sanjeev Dhurandhar said Bharatiya Bharatiya Community reception hosted by the

Samvad team wishes a very happy and prosperous Diwali and new year to the
readers, their families and well wishers.
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Ambassador of Bharat to Djibouti Anurag
Srivastava on October 3. The reception was
attended by about 200 people, roughly half the
Bharatiya/Bharatiya origin population in Djibouti.
Addressing the gathering, Rashtrapatiji said that
while we have an Ambassador to represent our
government, every member of the Bharatiya
community present here is a representative of our
nation. In whatever capacity they have made
Djibouti their home – be it as traders, as
professionals, or as skilled workers, they have
shown a spirit of selfless and dedicated service to
the people around them. They have, while
preserving their traditions, family values and
strong work ethic, adapted very well in their
adopted home, becoming pillars of support for the
local community and a source of pride for Bharat.
5. REAL ESSENCE OF A DEMOCRACY IS
JAN BHAGIDARI AND INTEGRATING
PEOPLE IN DEVELOPMENT JOURNEY:
Pradhan Mantri Narendra Modi, inaugurating
the birth centenary celebration of Nanaji
Deshmukh on October 11, said that the real
essence of a democracy is Jan Bhagidari and
integrating people in the development journey of
cities, and villages. Pradhan Mantri addressed
10,000 people, drawn from Self Help Groups,
Panchayats, water conservation innovators, and
beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. He
said that day marked the birth anniversary of two
great leaders - Nanaji Deshmukh and Loknayak
Jayaprakash Narayan, who devoted their life to the
betterment of the nation.
6. HINDUISM CULTURAL IDENTITY OF
NATION: VENKAIAH NAIDU: Uprashtrapati
M Venkaiah Naidu on October 7 said in New
Delhi that Hinduism is not a religious concept but
the "broader cultural identity" of the
nation."Living for others is part of our culture,
Indian culture, Bharatiya culture whatever you call
it.According to me, Hinduism is not a religious
concept but a broader cultural identity of India,"
Mr Naidu said at a prize-giving ceremony
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organised by Krishna Foundation, a charitable
entity. The first-ever Rashtra Sewa Awards,
instituted by the Krishna Foundation, were given
to P Parameswaran, a scholar and social
philosopher, and Yusuffali, an industrialist and
philanthropist. Each award carries a sum of Rs.
2,00,000.
7. SHUN CASTE DIVIDE, PUT BHARAT
FIRST: MOHAN BHAGWAT: Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh Sarasanghachalak Shri
Mohan Bhagwat, on October 4, exhorted the
people to rise above the backward-forward caste
divide and embrace the true Bharatiya philosophy
bathed in egalitarianism.“There is Narayan within
each one of us and the Bharatiya spiritual tradition
has answers for all the problems we face today,”
he said, exhorting the people to look within
themselves to look for solace that comes from
contentment, instead of hankering after material
comforts.“We all are sons of Bharat Mata,
followers of one culture and religion that advocate
for welfare of one and all,” he underlined. Shri
Bhagwat was speaking at Swami Ramanujacharya
Sahasrabdi (1,000 years of birth) Mahayajna near
Chandwa(Ara) in south central Bihar. Swami
Ramanujacharya headed a sect from the Bhakti
tradition and its saints were known for their
selfless service for welfare of the society. Over 1
crore devotees are estimated to have attended the
yajna over the past five days.
8. SEVIKA SAMITI CHIEF URGES TO
IMBIBE CULTURAL VALUES: Rashtra
Sevika Samiti Pramukh Sanchalika Shantakka on
Octoher 2 asked members of the organisation to
keep our civilisational inheritance alive,
strengthen the institution of family and pass on the
cultural values to next generation to make nation
strong. Addressing 81st foundation day of Rashtra
Sevika Samiti at Smruti Mandir, Nagpur
Shantakka took stock of effects of rapidly
changing technology, sense of alienation, pursuit
of material pleasure forgetting
societal
responsibility and how a woman is dealing with all

the changes. Giving example from Hindu
mythology, she said, “A society can be a good and
disciplined place if every individual follows all the
rules as per his responsibility.” Hundreds of
Sevika Samiti members were present on the
occasion. Former President of IMA Dr Varsha
Dhawale was chief guest.
9. KESHAV SHRISHTI PURASKAR TO
SAGAR REDDY: Sagar Reddy, a 28-year old
‘unmarried father’ for orphans, was honoured with
the 8th Keshav Shrishti Puraskar on October 1.
Former RSS Akhil Bharatiya Sewa Pramukh
Suhasrao Hiremath and CEO of Bharat Vikas
Group Hanumanth Rao Gaekwad felicitated him
with a memento and Rs 1 lakh prize money.
Sagar became orphan at the age of one when his
parents were brutally killed by their own relatives
following their inter caste marriage. At the age of
18, an orphanage home normally asks its inmates
to leave the place.
It happened with Sagar also. Without proper
documentation, food and place to stay, he spent
over a year in temples, foot paths and railway
platforms doing odd jobs. A person spotted talent
in Sagar and sponsored his education. After
finishing degree and getting a job, he was planning
to settle in his life. But when he visited the
orphanage home where he grew up, he came to
know that many of his friends fell into bad
company and his Rakhi sister was forced into
prostitution. He realised the issues faced by young
adolescent orphans and decided to address them
by forming “Ekta Niradhar Sangh”. He has so far
helped over 700 orphans in getting employment
and rehabilitated over 1,125. He has arranged
more than 60 marriages of orphaned girls by doing
‘Kanyadan’ himself. Around 600 orphans are still
under his shelter. His social support activity is
spread over Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Telangana.
10. BHARATIYA DOCTOR NEW WHO
DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL: Dr Soumya
Swaminathan, director-general of the Indian
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Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and
secretary to the department of health research, has
been appointed the World Health Organisation's
(WHO's) deputy directorgeneral, programmes, in
Geneva. This is the second-highest position at the
UN agency.
11. BHARAT AND CANADA JOINTLY
RELEASE DIWALI STAMPS: Bharat and
Canada have unveiled their first joint stamp, as the
countries simultaneously issued stamps to
celebrate the festival of Diwali. The Canadian
event to mark this collaborative release was held
in Toronto on September 21 and was attended by
Canada Post president and CEO Deepak Chopra,
Bharat’s high commissioner Vikas Swarup,
Bharat’s consul general in Toronto Dinesh Bhatia
and Toronto mayor John Tory.“The Diwali stamps
express our pride in Canada being a land of
diverse faiths, customs and celebrations. It is
fitting that this historic first joint issue celebrates
the strong relationship between Canada and
Bharat,” Chopra said.
A similar event was held in New Delhi and was
attended by Canada’s envoy Nadir Patel and chief
postmaster general (Delhi) LN Sharma.Both
versions of the stamp feature diyas, the traditional
Diwali lamps, with fireworks in the background.
12. BHARAT GRANTS $3 MILLION AID TO
SUPPORT REHABILITATION EFFORTS IN
HURRICANE-AFFECTED COUNTRIES: To
help hurricane-affected countries in Caribbean
region, Bharat has contributed an additional $3
million to the Bharat-UN Development
Partnership Fund. The Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of Bharat to the United Nations in
New York, Syed Akbaruddin said, “The
contribution today will also support reconstruction
efforts in two of our partner countries, Antigua
and Barbuda and Dominica.”
At the 3rd Bharat-CARICOM Ministerial Meeting
on the sidelines of UNGA in New York, the
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
announced of granting of $2 million from Bharat

for rehabilitation projects in CARICOM as a token
of solidarity. This was in addition to an emergency
aid of US $200,000 to the worst affected countries
from hurricanes, already announced.
13. HOW MADURAI MEENAKSHI TEMPLE
ATTAINED THE CLEANLINESS FEAT:
Twelve years ago, 12 workers and two supervisors
in charge of the upkeep of the world-famous
Meenakshi Sundareswarar temple in Madurai
came together with the aim of figuring out ways to
ensure that the sprawling premises is kept spick
and span at all times. It could well be said that
their efforts have paid off, with the temple
winning the ‘Swachh Iconic Place’ award, pipping
nine other spots identified by the Central
government last year.
The temple has a footfall of about 40,000 a day.
On festive days, the number doubles, and
sometimes even crosses the one lakh mark.
Detailing the initiatives taken to promote
cleanliness in the temple, Kannan, Chairman
Board of Trustees said that devotees were given
counselling and flower vendors inside the temple
premises educated by the staff to use dustbins.
Some well-wishers of the temple provided able
support by assisting with the herculean task of
clearing garbage, he said.On the ‘Swachh Iconic
Place’ award being conferred on the temple,
Kannan said, “The recognition should go to the
entire team of temple officials and devotees. What
was started by a handful of people a decade ago
has become a self-propelling movement today.”
The temple spent close to 1 crore annually for the
upkeep of the sannidhis and praharams. With some
well-wishers and philanthropists also deploying
ground staff, the temple now has 60 workers in
charge of maintenance.
14. SHRI VISHWA NIKETAN: Pravas: Shri
Saumitra Gokhale, samyojak Vishwa Vibhag will
start his pravas for Australia, New Zealand and
Fiji. Dr Ram Vaidya, sah samyoajk is on a pravas
to Nigeria, Ethiopia and Egypt. Shri Shyam
Parande, Secretary Sewa International will visit
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USA. Visitors: Dr Vipul Mishra – Algeria, Rohit
Suji – Liberia, Dr Sarvotam Ooden – Mauritius
FOOD FOR THOUGHT: You are what your
deep, driving desire is. As your desire is, so is
your will. As your will is, so is your deed. As your
deed is, so is your destiny. – Brihadaranyaka
Upanishad IV.4.5
JAI SHREE RAM

AGNISHIKHA
In order to truly offer worship to Shiva you have
to be Shiva. Shivo Bhutva ShivamYajet. Sister
Nivedita, so to say, became one with Mother India.
She understood India in all her dimensions
Dr Nivedita Raghunath Bhide
When Swami Vivekananda went to West, he was
there without friends, without money and without
recognition. Only the knowledge and experience
of Hindu Dharma was with him. After his
exposition of Hindu Dharma in the Parliament of
Religions held in September 1893 at Chicago, he
was revered in the West for his knowledge and
help came from all quarters, the disciples gathered
from all directions. Thus when he returned to
India, he was a world-famous Swami
Vivekananda; the western disciples were with him.
This visual had a great psychological impact on
people of India. They could feel and their
confidence grew in the greatness and relevance of
Hindu Dharma. An epitome of this efficacy and
relevance of Hindu Dharma and of the work of
Swami Vivekananda in the West was Sister
Nivedita.
Margaret Noble as Nivedita was called before,
was from the very race, which had robbed India of
her wealth as well as of her confidence. But
Nivedita came to India to live like us, to serve us
and also to practice all that was higher and noble
in our spiritual tradition. She could see beauty and
wisdom in all walks of Indian life.

How could a proud and an accomplished British
woman see the beauty of Indian life? She had to
undergo a painful process of transformation.
Margaret Noble came to India to serve Indians
after she was totally convinced about the Vedantic
Truth of Oneness. After the consecration
ceremony, she was given the name ‘Nivedita’ –
‘the dedicated’. But just a new name was not
going to erase all the assumptions and biases that
she had harboured till then as Margaret Noble.
Swami Vivekananda, in his classes attacked
mercilessly on her deep rooted perceptions and
misconceptions. Imagine! Swamiji was the only
person who was known to her in this vast and
strange land and he appeared so harsh. The
anguish that Nivedita felt was very great. But not
once a thought of returning back or doubting the
wisdom of her decision of accepting Swami
Vivekananda as her guru came to her mind. Her
only concern was “whether I shall understand
what my master is trying to tell me”. Her sincerity
of purpose and utmost efforts ultimately
transformed her completely. She became one with
India to serve in total surrender. It is said that to
truly offer worship to Shiva you have to be Shiva.
ShivoBhutvaShivamYajet. Nivedita so to say
became one with Mother India. She understood
India in all her dimensions and loved Indians with
all their faults.
Total Transformation
It is this total transformation of Nivedita which is
a great example for Macaulay Educated Indians. If
a proud and accomplished British woman can burn
to ashes all her prejudices, misconceptions and her
western mind-set and if with total paradigm shift
she could become a true Indian, a great admirer,
worshiper and servant of Mother India, then why
not we? We the Macaulay educated can also burn
to ashes completely all our preconceptions and
ignorance and become true Indians. When she
could get insight into the depths of Indian wisdom
why can’t we? When one wants to serve
Motherland one has to change oneself so as to
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become the right instrument in the hands of God.
Sister Nivedita is thus an inspiration for all those
who want to serve our society.
Nivedita was one with the people, their aspirations
that her life, her actions, her words reflected that
oneness which she experienced. She always said
our people, our country. We see many a times that
those who go to ‘serve’ the people in villages and
in tribal areas with the sense that they are going to
‘civilise’ and to ‘develop’ these people use words
like ‘this society’, ‘these people’. They force their
ideas and world-views on those simple people.
This is what Swami Vivekananda did not want to
happen with his foreign disciples. He wanted them
to accept India as she was; he wanted them to
learn from India. Sister Nivedita internalised it so
fully that Bipin Chandra Pal said, “Nivedita came
to us not as a teacher but as a learner, not as an
adept but as a novice and she loved India more
than even we Indians love her.”
She inculcated and internalised the Vedantic
vision so well that she wrote, “If the many and the
One be indeed the same Reality, then it is not all
modes of worship alone, but equally all modes of
work, all modes of struggle, all modes of creation,
which are paths of realisation. No distinction,
henceforth, between sacred and secular. To labour
is to pray. To conquer is to renounce. Life is itself
religion. To have and to hold is as stern a trust as
to quit and to avoid.”
That is what she imbibed from Swami
Vivekananda. Thus she wrote about him, “This is
the realisation which makes Vivekananda the great
preacher of Karma, not as divorced from, but as
expressing Jnana and Bhakti. To him, the
workshop, the study, the farmyard, and the field
are as true and fit scenes for the meeting of God
with man as the cell of the monk or the door of the
temple. To him, there is no difference between
service of man and worship of God, between
manliness and faith, between true righteousness
and spirituality. All his words, from one point of
view, read as a commentary upon this central

conviction.” “Art, science, and religion,” he said
once, “are but three different ways of expressing a
single truth. But in order to understand this we
must have the theory of Advaita.” For Nivedita
Vedanta became practical. Her spirituality thus
expressed in her contributions to all walks of life.
It appears that the legacy of fire that was in Swami
Vivekananda was given to Sister Nivedita. The
flames of burning love for India in Sister Nivedita
were so great that Sri Aurobindo called her
Agnishikha – the flames of fire! No field of
national life was left untouched by her fire. Her
top most concern was the well-being of India and
the awakening of Indian national consciousness
whatever may be the field of action.
New Education Vision
In the field of Education, Nivedita wanted, “Indian
educators to extend and fulfill the vision of Swami
Vivekananda”. How would it be done? She
explained, “This thought that education is not only
good for child himself but should be more so for
Jana-Desh-Dharma should always be present in
the minds of educators. There is no fear of
weakness and selfishness for one whose whole
training has been formed round this nucleus. Each
day should begin with some conscious act of
reference to it. Education in India today has to be
not only national but Nation-making. We must
surround our children with the thought of their
nation and their country. …The centre of gravity
must lie for them outside the family. We must
demand their sacrifices for India; Bhakti for India;
learning for India. The ideal for its own sake!
India for the sake of India! This must be as the
breath of life to them.
…It is a mistake to think that heroes are born.
Nothing of the sort. They are made not born;
made by the pressure of heroic thought. All human
beings long at bottom of their heart for self
sacrifice. No other thirst is so deep as this. Let us
recognise this, direct this towards single thought
i.e. love for the country. …The universe is the
creation of mind not matter. And can any force in
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the world resist a single thought held with
intensity by 700 million of people? …How to do
that? A national education then must be made up
of familiar elements. Our Imagination must be
based upon our heroic literature. Geographical
ideals must be built up first through the ideals of
India. Same is for history. All other histories
should run around the Indian History.” The school
that Nivedita run for the girls enshrined all these
thoughts so well that when Rabindranath Tagore
wanted to start Shantiniketan, most of the lady
teachers were the former students of Nivedita’s
school.
Womanhood of India
Sister Nivedita was so charmed by the
womanhood of India among whom she lived in the
lanes of Calcutta that her description about them
are the best tribute. She says, “What differentiates
the Indian training from others? I find one answer
which outweighs all others in my estimate. It is
this. The special greatness of Indian life and
character depends more than on any other feature,
on the place that is given to Woman in the social
scheme. They say that Indian women are ignorant
and oppressed. To all who make this statement we
may answer that Indian women are certainly not
oppressed. The crimes of ill-treating women is at
once less common and less brutal in form here
than in younger countries. And the happiness, the
social importance, and may I say, the lofty
character of Indian women are amongst the
grandest possessions of the national life. When we
come to the charge that Indian women are
ignorant, we meet with a far deeper fallacy. They
are ignorant in the modern form, that is to say, few
can write, and not very many can read. Are they
then illiterate? If so, the Mahabharata and the
Ramayana and the Puranas and stories every
mother and every grandmother tells to the babies,
are no literature. But European novels and Strand
Magazine by the same token are? Can any of us
accept this paradox? The fact is, writing is not
culture though it is an occasional result of culture.

The greatest literature occurs at the beginning of a
literary age and so, to those who know Indian life,
it is easy to see that an Indian woman who has the
education of the Indian home, the dignity, the
gentleness, the cleanliness, the thrift, the religious
training, the culture of mind and heart, which that
home life entails, though she cannot perhaps read
a word of her own language, much less sign her
name, may be infinitely better educated in every
true sense, and in the literary sense also, than her
glib critic.”
Guide in the Task of Nation-building
Writings of Sister Nivedita were a symphony of
her insight in Indian wisdom and tradition, her
intense love for India, her sharp intellect and her
mastery over language. So beautiful, deep and
moving were her writings that it is really difficult
to translate those in other languages. May be that
is the reason that most of her literature even today
remains un-translated. Her literature has not only
historical and literary value but are good guide in
the task of nation-building too.
For example: while comparing with other nations
she sums up in few words the journey and
contribution of Hindu nation from antiquity to till
now. She writes, “Let it be said that to every
people who possess the elements of truly national
existence, with the responsibility of facing the
problems of a nation, this question sooner or later
comes to be faced. Have we in the past dreamt
dreams great enough, thought thoughts noble
enough, willed with a will clear enough, to enable
us to strike out new paths into the untried, without
error and without defeat? And perhaps of all the
peoples of the world only the Hindu people, to this
searching enquiry can answer yes.” She was a
regular contributor to over 20 magazines and the
topic was always ‘India’. Therefore, not just
because Sister Nivedita was a great example of
transformation but we have to study her life and
works also because, even today she can give
insight to us i.e. the English educated about our
own nation and its significance.
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Why Imitate Europeans?
While she helped the country bent under the
burden of sorrow whether during plagues or floods
or freedom struggle, she lived completely merged
in the essence of its freedom one day to come.
Thus, she wanted the cultural assertion, the
national expression in all walks of life. She stated,
“The birth of the National Art of India is my
dearest dream.” She disliked the art students
imitating the European subjects in their art. When
India has such rich culture and history of art she
felt why should Indian artists imitate Europeans
styles and subjects. She exhorted and inspired the
young artists like Abanindranath Tagore and
Nandalal Bose to choose India as their topic for
expression. She would perceive the beauty of old
houses of Bagh Bazar, and ruined temples but
detested the modern utilitarian buildings built in
India.
In the field of science, she felt Indians have great
ability to contribute. When the British scientists
tried to sideline Dr Jagadish Chandra Bose, she
realised that Indians were not incapable but were
incapacitated by British to achieve great heights.
She came forward to help Dr Jagadish Chandra
Bose. To make his work known to the world she
worked along with him on his six books. Even
though, she herself would be suffering for want of
money; she saw to it that the work of Dr Jagadish
Chandra Bose would not suffer monetarily.
When the revolutionaries would go to jail or in
exile to other countries, she would take care of
their families. Not a field of national life was left
untouched by her.
Bitterness Had no Place in Her Heart
As it was required, Sister Nivedita resigned from
Ramakrishna Mission and actively participated
and promoted
the freedom
movement.
Ramakrishna Mission—the fledgling organisation
to propagate the message of Sri Ramakrishna and
Vivekananda was needed for India. And
participation of Sister Nivedita in Freedom
Movement and her active role in awakening

national consciousness also was equally the need
of the hour in the interest of India. Thus to protect
Ramakrishna Mission and to promote the work of
freedom of India, she resigned from Ramakrishna
Mission. But, their relationships remained very
cordial till end.
Nivedita considered herself as part of the
Ramakrishna-Vivekananda thought movement.
Whenever she was sick, she was immediately
attended to by Ramakrishna Math. In her work too
the help was given by Ramakrishna Math and
Mission in all possible ways. When she realised
she would not live, in her will she donated all the
money that she had got from Mrs. Bull just some
time before her own death or from her books to
Ramakrishna Mission as an endowment for the use
of Sister Christine Greenstidel to run the school;
though Christine had left her. Bitterness had no
place in her heart. She associated with persons
whom she thought would be useful in India’s
interest. But she would also disassociate herself
from them if she found it otherwise. For anything
and everything in her life, the deciding touchstone
was India and her well-being.
One of the foremost revolutionary Freedom
fighter, Shri Hemachandra Ghosh’s reminiscence
about Swami Vivekananda and Sister Nivedita
narrated to Swami Purnatmananda were later
translated from Bengali to English by Prof Kapila
Chatterjee and brought out as a book titled as I am
India. In that he says, “It is very true that it was
Nivedita who captured the fire of patriotism set
alight by Vivekananda. She not only caught that
flame, she also scattered the sparks of Indian
patriotism and nationalism far and wide, across the
length and breadth of India. Wherever Nivedita
went, in any city or province of India, her flaming
speeches and heroic calls to the Indian people
spread the message of Swamiji, his ideals, his
patriotism. Side by side, she spread the ideals, the
culture, the glory of India, too. To speak frankly,
we got to know Swami Vivekananda better
through coming in contact with Sister Nivedita. I
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was with Swamiji for a very short time. But, I
have been with Nivedita for a much longer period.
Through Nivedita, we got to know Swamiji better
and through her India also better. …What I feel
about Nivedita is – Sister Nivedita played two
important roles in spreading the message and
deeds of Vivekananda – one was the role of
Mahadeva, the other, that of Bhagiratha. She
absorbed the terrific force and power of
Vivekananda in her own person, and at the same
time she carried the mighty current of that force
and directed it along proper channels like
Bhagiratha.”
Deep Love for India
Her deep love for India was expressed in all walks
of life –politics, education, art, literature,
sociology, spirituality etc. A spiritual person in all
dimensional. That is how Sister Nivedita was. She
was a revolutionary, she was a Yogini too. She
was an educationist and she was an art critic too.
She was a writer and she was involved in
rendering service to the people also, be at flood
time or plague time. She was at once a child at the
feet of Holy Mother Sharada Devi and also a
Lokmata to all as she was called by Rabindranath
Tagore and above all she was Sister of all.
Swami Vivekananda had said, “O you of great
fortune! I too believe that India will awake again if
anyone could love with all his heart the people of
the country—bereft of the grace of affluence, of
blasted fortune, their discretion totally lost,
downtrodden, ever—starved, quarrelsome, and
envious.” Sister Nivedita was a person of that
great fortune! She loved India and Indians with all
their faults. 150th Birth Anniversary of Sister
Nivedita is a good occasion to study and
understand her life and work. May her life make
us love our motherland and our people. May her
life give us an insight in our own country and
inspiration to work for Mother India.
(The writer is Vice President of Vivekananda
Kendra and a Padam Shri Awardee)
(Courtesy: Yuva Bharati, Chennai)

